was not printed9.
In February, 1767, there happened one of the most remarkable incidents of John.son's life, which gratified his monarchical enthusiasm, and which he loved to relate with'all its circumstances, when requested by his friends, This was his bcinjj honoured by a private conversation with his Majesty, in the library at the Queen's house3. He hud frequently visited those splendid, rooms and noble collection of books'1, which ho used to say was more numerous and curious than he supposed any person could have made in the time which the King had employed. Mr. Barnard, the librarian, took care that he should have every accommodation
1 Essays published in the Daily Gazetteer and afterwards colluded into two vols. (rent. Afaff. for 1748, p. 48.
" Mr. Crokcv regrets tluit Johnson employed his pen for hire: in llervey'n 'disgustingsquabbles,' and in a long note describes Ilervey's letter to Sir Thomas Hanmer with whose wife he had eloped. Jktt the atuick to wliich Johnson was hired to reply was not made by Hanmer, but, as was supposed, by Sir C. H. Williams. He-cause a man lias wronged another, he is not therefore to submit to the attacks of a third. Williams, moreover, it must be remembered, was himself a man of licentious character.
3 Buckingham House, bought in 1761, by George III, and settled on Queen Charlotte. The present Buckingham Palace occupies the ska. P. CUNNINGHAM. Here, according to Hawkins (Lift;, p. 470), Johnson met the Prince of Wales (George IV.) when a child, 'nncl civ VOL. II.
quired aH to hia knowledge of the Scriptures ; the prince, in his answers gave him great MiitiKfiiflion.1 Horace Walpole;, writing of the 1'r'mre at the ago. of nineteen, suys (Journal of the Rtign tifiiciii'jfi' ///, ii, 503):--' ' Nothing W.-IH conrsiCT than his conversation mul phrases ; and it made men xmilu to find that in the palace of piety find pride his Royal Highness hncl learnt nothing but the dialect of footmen and grooms.'
* Dr. Johnson had the honour of contributing hia assistance toward* the formation of this library ; for I have read a long letter from him to Mr, Harnard,giving the most masterly instructions on the subject, I wished much to have gratified my readers with the perusal of this letter, and have reason to think that his Majesty would have been graciously pleased to permit ita publication j but Mr. Harmtrd, to whom I applied, declined it'on his own account.' BpswKU,. It is given in Mr-Crokert edition, p. 196. [>                                              thative principles.
